
*The situation is still developing. Numbers are expected to increase.
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BACKGROUND

OVERVIEW:
A measles outbreak originating in West Texas has spread in the US to New Mexico, Oklahoma, and 
Kansas, resulting in 64 hospitalizations and 3 confirmed deaths — including two previously healthy 
children in Texas and one adult in New Mexico. These are the first U.S. measles deaths since 2015, 
and the first pediatric deaths since 2003. Genetic and epidemiological evidence suggests this 
outbreak has also seeded the current outbreak in Chihuahua, Mexico, indicating clear cross-border 
transmission.

THE VIRUS: 
Measles is a highly contagious viral disease transmitted primarily through respiratory droplets from 
coughing or sneezing. Symptoms include high fever, cough, runny nose, conjunctivitis, and a 
distinctive red, blotchy rash. The virus can remain airborne or infectious on surfaces for up to two 
hours, contributing to its rapid spread.

Despite being preventable through the MMR (measles, mumps, and rubella) vaccine, outbreaks 
continue to occur in under-vaccinated communities, leading to severe health outcomes and 
increased transmission risk (CDC).

FACTORS DRIVING THIS OUTBREAK:
• Low vaccination rates
• High levels of vaccine hesitancy and misinformation
• Community mistrust in public health authorities, heightened by post-pandemic attitudes

PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSE:
• Emergency vaccination campaigns and targeted outreach.
• Focused messaging to combat misinformation and rebuild community trust.
• Multi-sector coordination involving schools, healthcare providers, and local organizations.

 

TYPE OF PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY: LARGE REGIONAL MEASLES OUTBREAK

SOURCES:  CENTER FOR OUTBREAK RESPONSE (CORI), CDC, TX MEASLES OUTBREAK, NM MEASLES OUTBREAK, OSDH, KDHE, WHO, 
PAHO, MÉXICO REPORTA 362 CASOS DE SARAMPIÓN, 347 SON EN CHIHUAHUA 

There appears to be a connection between the 2025 measles outbreaks in Canada, 
Mexico, and Texas. Contact tracing and genetic sequencing have identified that the 
measles virus circulating in all three regions belongs to the same genotype—D8—
suggesting a direct epidemiological link.

CANADA:
The D8 genotype, specifically lineage MVs/Ontario.CAN/47.24, was first detected in 
Ontario in late 2024. By early 2025, it had been identified in 57 confirmed cases, 
primarily in Ontario, with additional cases in Quebec, Manitoba, and British Columbia. 
The majority of cases occurred among unvaccinated individuals. Source: PAHO)

MEXICO:
In February 2025, a measles case in Chihuahua was confirmed to be of the D8 genotype, 
lineage MVs/Ontario.CAN/47.24. Contact tracing and active surveillance identified 17 
additional related cases, confirming local transmission of this lineage.  (Source: El Diario 
de Chihuahua, PAHO )

UNITED STATES:
While specific lineages are not always reported, genotype D8 has been predominant in 

recent outbreaks in Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Kansas. Genetic sequencing has 
linked the virus in the U.S. to the same D8 genotype circulating in Canada and Mexico, 
indicating a clear cross-border transmission pattern. However, the initial introduction of 
measles associated with these outbreaks remains unknown. (Source: WHO)

This cross-national pattern highlights the critical importance of high vaccination coverage 
and robust surveillance systems to detect, contain, and prevent the spread of measles, 
particularly given how easily the virus can cross international borders.

The rapid spread of measles across multiple countries is a stark reminder that in a 
globalized world, diseases don’t recognize borders—and neither should our public 
health response.

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/vaccines/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/about/index.html
https://cori.centerforhealthsecurity.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/about/index.html
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/measles-outbreak-2025
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ideb/mog/
https://oklahoma.gov/health/news---events/newsroom/2025/osdh-reports-additional-measles-cases.html
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/2314/Measles-Data
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2025-DON561
https://www.paho.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/2025-mar-24-phe-risk-assessment-measles-final.pdf
https://www.msn.com/es-mx/noticias/mexico/m%C3%A9xico-reporta-362-casos-de-sarampi%C3%B3n-347-son-en-chihuahua/ar-AA1CZmuN
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.paho.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2025-03%2F2025-mar-24-phe-risk-assessment-measles-final.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cjoanne.mcgovern%40yale.edu%7Cae3ccc93d5d240b8d3ca08dd7db4f5c8%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C638804938541219107%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0o7h3mSOI2I7zg6MvopIzun%2B%2FYYL7gIzYo3BfyDq%2Bfw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eldiariodechihuahua.mx/estado/2025/apr/12/extendido-el-sarampion-a-19-municipios-hay-un-muerto-692109
https://www.eldiariodechihuahua.mx/estado/2025/apr/12/extendido-el-sarampion-a-19-municipios-hay-un-muerto-692109
https://www.paho.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/2025-mar-24-phe-risk-assessment-measles-final.pdf
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2Femergencies%2Fdisease-outbreak-news%2Fitem%2F2025-DON561&data=05%7C02%7Cjoanne.mcgovern%40yale.edu%7Cae3ccc93d5d240b8d3ca08dd7db4f5c8%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C638804938541288510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Z79DKUGoL%2BN2Z579OLnax2NiOVqwcL6bGSHGaArgAc%3D&reserved=0


TIMELINE (JANUARY – APRIL  2025)

SOURCES: TEXAS DSHS, NMDOH, OSDH, KDHE  

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/health-alert-measles-outbreak-gaines-county-texas
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ideb/mog/
https://oklahoma.gov/health/news---events/newsroom/2025/osdh-reports-additional-measles-cases.html
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/2314/Measles-Data


CURRENT SITUATION 

AGES OF CASES: 

WEST TEXAS OUTBREAK 

0-4 Years 5-17 Years 18+ Years Pending Total

175 (+4) (31%) 206 (+3) (37%) 156 (+13) (28%) 24 (4%) 561 (+20)

NEW MEXICO OUTBREAK

0-4 Years 5-17 Years 18+ Years Pending Total

17 (+2) (25.9%) 19 (+3) (27.6%) 27 (46.5%) 0 63 (+5)

KANSAS OUTBREAK

0-4 Years 5-17 Years 18+ Years Pending Total

11 (+1) (29.7%) 19 (+3) (51.4%) 7 (+1) (18.9%) 0 37 (+5)

OKLAHOMA OUTBREAK

0-4 Years 5-17 Years 18+ Years Pending Total

9 Cases Confirmed, 3 Probable – no ages provided 3 12

SOURCES: TX MEASLES OUTBREAK, NM MEASLES OUTBREAK, OSDH, WHO 

CONTACT TRACING: Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Kansas are conducting contact 
tracing to help identify and track positive cases and inform people who may have been 
exposed.

DNA SEQUENCING: Texas submitted 92 identical DNA sequences of genotype D8. Ten 
sequences from New Mexico and one from Kansas matched those from Texas. Additionally, 
Texas reported three genotype D8 sequences with single nucleotide substitutions. 19 
genotype D8 sequences have been reported from the affected states (WHO). 

As of 4/16/25, the Southwestern outbreak has 673 cases, including confirmed 
and pending cases across Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Kansas. Experts 
warn this is likely a severe undercount. The situation remains fluid, with case 
numbers expected to rise. Experts project the outbreak could last up to a year.

Texas: The Texas DSHS has identified “designated outbreak counties” with 
ongoing measles transmission: Cochran, Dallam, Dawson, Gaines, Garza, Lynn, 
Lamar, Lubbock, Terry, and Yoakum.

CURRENT CASE COUNT: 673 (As of 04/16/2025)
• Texas: 561 (+20)  
• New Mexico: 63 (+5)
• Oklahoma: 12  
• Kansas: 37 (+5)

HOSPITALIZATIONS: 64 (+3)
• Texas: 58 (+2) This is 10.4% of TX cases. 
• New Mexico: 5 (+1). This is 6.9% of NM cases.
• Kansas: 1. This is 2.7% of KS cases.

DEATHS: 3 
• Texas: 2
• New Mexico: 1

INTERNATIONAL SPREAD: 347 (As of 4/15/2025)
• Chihuahua, Mexico: 347 (+86) cases, 5 hospitalizations, 1 fatality 

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/measles-outbreak-2025
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ideb/mog/
https://oklahoma.gov/health/news---events/newsroom/2025/osdh-reports-additional-measles-cases.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2025-DON561
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2025-DON561


SOURCES: DSHS, THE TEXAS TRIBUNE, NY1, ST. ALBERT GAZETTE, KFOX, KVIA, KTSM, KFOX, BBC, AP NEWS, VAX BEFORE TRAVEL, CHILDREN’S DEFENSE, KISS.FM, 

CURRENT SITUATION: -  MEASLES IN AN URBAN SETTING 

LUBBOCK, TX: 

• Located about 80 miles from the outbreak’s epicenter, Lubbock—a city of 257,000—has 
become a regional hotspot. As a medical hub, the city has facilitated viral spread, with rural 
residents traveling in for care and inadvertently introducing and amplifying transmission 
chains.

• As of April 15, 2025, Lubbock County has reported 41 confirmed measles cases, with a 
significant concentration within city limits. Due to increasing local transmission, the Texas 
Department of State Health Services has officially designated Lubbock as an outbreak area.

• The city’s public health response has been constrained by stagnant immunization funding—
just $254,000 annually, unchanged for over 15 years. These limitations have hindered 
outreach, education, and vaccination efforts, especially in close-knit, vaccine-hesitant 
communities.

• Clusters of vaccine hesitancy, particularly among faith-based and libertarian-leaning 
groups, continue to depress community immunity. 

• As of April 2025, the measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccination rate among 
kindergartners in Lubbock County, Texas, stands at approximately 92%.  This rate falls below 
what is needed to achieve herd immunity. While the overall county rate is relatively high, 
certain private schools and daycare centers in Lubbock report MMR coverage rates 
significantly below this threshold, contributing to the risk of localized outbreaks

EL PASO, TX

• With a population of 679,000, El Paso’s first confirmed case was reported on 4/8/2025. 

• As of April 2025, the vaccination rate in El Paso County stands at 96%. However, there is 
reason for concern about unvaccinated pockets within the community. Based on 
population, this would put 27,000 individuals at risk.

• In El Paso, cross-border dynamics with Juárez, Mexico, add unique challenges. High levels of 
daily binational travel have contributed to the spread of measles. Through contact tracing 
and sequencing data, a large outbreak in the Mexican state of Chihuahua has been directly 
linked to the ongoing outbreak in Gaines, Texas. The genotype D8 is now confirmed on both 
sides of the U.S.–Mexico border.

•  Public health outreach faces obstacles such as language barriers, pervasive misinformation, 
and concerns among undocumented populations who may avoid seeking care for fear of 
deportation.

• Earlier cases in El Paso involved exposures at high-traffic locations such as malls, retail 
stores, and restaurants, underscoring the risk of transmission in urban public spaces.

• Measles cases have been reported in three YISD high schools, Eastwood, Bel Air, and Hanks, 
triggering schoolwide alerts and reinforcing the need for improved vaccination record 
reviews and contact tracing in school settings.

Due to their unique community vulnerabilities, the rates of measles contraction have been steadily increasing in urban areas such as Lubbock, TX, and El Paso, TX. Cases linked to public 
venues like schools, retail settings, and other public spaces reveal how urban density accelerates the risk of measles exposure. Trusted community messengers who can spread awareness 
about the safety and necessity of the MMR vaccine are critical at this time. 

THE BOTTOM LINE:

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/measles-outbreak-2025
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/04/03/texas-measles-outbreak-lubbock-katherine-wells/
https://ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/ap-top-news/2025/04/08/texas-measles-outbreak-includes-multiple-cases-at-a-day-care-in-lubbock
https://www.stalbertgazette.com/health/takeaways-from-aps-report-on-how-flat-funding-set-stage-for-texas-measles-outbreak-might-fuel-more-10517211
https://kfoxtv.com/news/local/el-paso-confirms-three-more-measles-cases-total-now-eight-as-officials-trace-exposures
https://kvia.com/health/2025/04/14/measles-case-confirmed-at-hanks-high-school/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ktsm.com/news/ysleta-isd-say-1-case-of-measles-confirmed-at-hanks-hs/
https://kfoxtv.com/news/local/el-paso-county-officials-to-receive-public-health-update-following-measle-cases
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwy7eyde3xeo
https://apnews.com/article/measles-outbreak-texas-day-care-lubbock-3d90c3ea9050c12dbc74a8f8142a6355
https://www.vax-before-travel.com/texas-measles-outbreak-source-remains-unknown-2025-03-31?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.childrensdefense.org/blog/texas-hospitals-are-now-required-to-ask-patients-about-their-immigration-status/
https://kisselpaso.com/measle-cases-rising-in-el-paso-tx/
https://kfoxtv.com/news/local/ysleta-isd-bans-unvaccinated-students-from-class-and-activities-due-to-measles-cases-el-paso-texas-tx-independent-school-district-hanks-bel-air-eastwood


CURRENT SITUATION

• As of April 12, 2025, the measles outbreak at Tiny Tots U Learning Academy 
in Lubbock, Texas, has resulted in at least seven confirmed cases among 
children, with two hospitalizations. 

• The Tiny Tots U Learning Academy is a center with approximately 230 
infants, toddlers and preschool-age children. The children who have tested 
positive at the day care so far are between the ages of 5 months and 3 years 
old.

• The outbreak began when an infectious child transmitted the virus to two 
others, leading to further spread within the daycare.

• The daycare has  implemented measures such as isolating unvaccinated 
children and those too young to be vaccinated. Unvaccinated attendees are 
required to stay home for 21 days following their last exposure.

• In response, Lubbock Public Health has updated vaccination guidelines, 
recommending that infants receive their first MMR vaccine dose at 6 
months old instead of the standard 12 months. Children who have 
received only one dose are advised to get their second dose earlier than 
the usual schedule. 

TEXAS: 

NEW MEXICO: The New Mexico Department of Health notified the public about a 
potential measles exposure from an unvaccinated child with measles at multiple 
locations in Hobbs, including a daycare center– Friday, April 4 and Tuesday, April 8, 
from 10:30 a.m. - 6:45 p.m. at the Kidz City Daycare.
 

DAYCARE EXPOSURES

UPDATED SET OF VACCINE RECOMMENDATION FOR TEXAS

The Texas Department of State Health Services this week released an updated set of 

vaccine recommendations for 10 West Texas counties at the center of an ongoing 
measles outbreak. Those counties include: Cochran, Dallam, Dawson, Gaines, Garza, 

Lamar, Lynn, Lubbock, Terry and Yoakum.

The recommendations for those living or traveling to the outbreak counties covers 

Texans of all ages, not just young children. The agency stressed that vaccination is the 
best defense against measles and that two doses of the measles-mumps-rubella 

(MMR) vaccine prevents more than 97% of measles infections.

DSHS’s recommendations for outbreak areas include:

• Children 6 to 11 months receive an “outbreak” dose of the MMR vaccine if they live 

or are traveling to an outbreak county.
• Children over 12 months old who have not been vaccinated with the MMR vaccine 

receive one dose and follow up with a second at least 28 days later.

• Teens and adults should also be up to date on their MMR vaccination.
• Adults born between 1957 and 1968 who only received one MMR vaccine from that 

time period should consider getting one dose of the current vaccine.
• Adults born before 1957, pregnant women, and people with severe 

immunodeficiency are not recommended to receive any dose of MMR vaccine.

SOURCES: THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH, TEXAS TRIBUNE, NBC NEWS, NMDOH  

https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/health/2025/04/08/measles-outbreak-texas/82997962007/
https://www.nmhealth.org/news/vaccine/2025/4/?view=2202&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/state-offers-specific-measles-guidance-for-10-west-texas-outbreak-counties/ar-AA1CD3gB?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/state-offers-specific-measles-guidance-for-10-west-texas-outbreak-counties/ar-AA1CD3gB?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/health/2025/04/08/measles-outbreak-texas/82997962007/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/state-offers-specific-measles-guidance-for-10-west-texas-outbreak-counties/ar-AA1CD3gB?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/texas-measles-daycare-outbreak-confirmed-cases-rcna199631
https://www.nmhealth.org/news/vaccine/2025/4/?view=2202&utm_source=chatgpt.com


DAYCARE EXPOSURE PROCEDURES – TEXAS

• Post informational flyers in English and Spanish in high-traffic areas for staff 
and guardians to view.

‒ Messages including: measles is preventable through vaccination, 
when to go to the ER for measles, and measles is spreading

• Collect and Verify Immunization Records.
‒ Ensure all staff and eligible children have up-to-date MMR (measles, 

mumps, rubella) vaccination. See Vaccine Schedule and 
Requirements by Age Level.

‒ Sort out any unvaccinated children or staff without documented 
immunity (medical records or lab-confirmed immunity) into separate 
classrooms. Encourage mask wearing for those who can comfortably 
wear a mask. 

‒ Promote and encourage MMR vaccination. See vaccination site maps 
with low-cost options and measles vaccine FAQs.

• Recognize Symptoms: Train staff to recognize early signs of measles: fever, 
cough, runny nose, rash, and red, watery eyes. See CDC symptoms and 
measles rash photos.

• Isolate Exposed Unvaccinated Individuals and Suspected Cases.
‒ If exposure has occurred, exclude unvaccinated children and staff for 

21 days from the date of last exposure.
‒ If a child develops symptoms, immediately isolate them from others. 

Notify parents of the exposure and/or symptoms and how to re-
enter safely.

• Communicate with Health Officials: Immediately report suspected cases to 
local public health authorities. Inform families and staff of a confirmed or 
suspected case while maintaining confidentiality. See TX disease reporting 
contact by county.

TEXAS: Provide Staff with the following resources.

1. Measles Communications Toolkit provided by Texas DSHS
• Informational flyers

• Exposure notification scripts and letters (English and Spanish), 
• Measles overview for school nurses and school staff 

• Additional measles resources (about measles, symptoms, how it spreads, etc.)

2. Interim Guidance for Measles in Schools, March 2025 by Texas DSHS
• This document provides information for schools on preventative measures to enact and 

steps to follow when a case of measles is identified within a school and childcare setting. 

3. Measles FAQs by Texas DHS
4. CDC Health Alert Network

• Expanding measles outbreak in the United States and guidance for upcoming travel season

SOURCES: Texas DSHS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,   CDC 1, 2, 3, OSHA

• Sanitation - General Guidance for Workers and Employers
‒ Wash hands regularly and wear gloves when coming into contact with 

bodily fluids.
‒ Disinfect high-touch surfaces, including toys, books, and school supplies, 

regularly.
‒ Improve ventilation in indoor areas, especially where children congregate 

(HEPA filters, open windows, replace/upgrade HVAC filters).
• Collaborate with Public Health Authorities

‒ Cooperate with contact tracing efforts.
‒ Follow health department guidance on closures, exclusions, and 

immunization catch-up clinics. See Texas DSHS measles outbreak page.
• Plan for Temporary Closure

‒ Be prepared for short-term closure if public health officials advise, 
especially in cases of multiple exposures or uncontrolled spread.

‒ Provide parents with resources such as the Measles Communication Kit, 
Interim Guidance for Measles in Schools, Measles FAQs, and CDC Health 
Alert Network guidance (listed below). 

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/vaccine-preventable-diseases/measles-rubeola/measles-communication-toolkit
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunizations/school/requirements
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunizations/school/requirements
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/measles
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/measles
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/vaccine-preventable-diseases/vaccine-preventable-disease-conditions/measles-rubeola/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/signs-symptoms/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/signs-symptoms/photos.html
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/idps-investigation-forms/disease-reporting-contacts
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/idps-investigation-forms/disease-reporting-contacts
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/vaccine-preventable-diseases/measles-rubeola/measles-communication-toolkit
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Admin-Meales/doc/School-Guidance-Measles.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/measles/measles-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.cdc.gov/han/2025/han00522.html
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunizations/school/requirements
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/measles
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/idps-investigation-forms/disease-reporting-contacts
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/vaccine-preventable-diseases/measles-rubeola/measles-communication-toolkit
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Admin-Meales/doc/School-Guidance-Measles.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/measles/measles-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/vaccine-preventable-diseases/vaccine-preventable-disease-conditions/measles-rubeola/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/signs-symptoms/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/signs-symptoms/photos.html
https://www.cdc.gov/han/2025/han00522.html
https://www.osha.gov/measles/control-prevention
https://www.osha.gov/measles/control-prevention
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/measles


SOURCES: TX MEASLES OUTBREAK, NM MEASLES OUTBREAK, OSDH, AP -3/21/2025, NYT 

CURRENT SITUATION – VACCINATION STATUS 

STATE
VACCINATED 
WITH  1 DOSE

VACCINATED 
WITH 2 DOSES

UNVACCINATED/ 
UNKNOWN

TOTAL 
CASES

TX 4 7 550  (+20)* 561 (+20)

NOTE:  The TX unvaccinated/unknown category includes people with no documented doses of measles 
vaccine more than 14 days before symptom onset.

STATE
VACCINATED WITH AT 

LEAST ONE DOSE
NOT 

VACCINATED
UNKNOWN TOTAL CASES

NM 6 46 (+5) 11 63 (+5)

STATE
VACCINATED WITH AT LEAST 

ONE DOSE
UNVACCINATED /

UNKNOWN
TOTAL CASES

OK 0 12 12 

STATE
AGE 

APPROPRIATELY 
VACCINATED

NOT AGE 
APPROPRIATELY 

VACCINED

NOT 
VACCINATED

Pending
Verification/

Unable to
Verify

TOTAL 
CASES

KS 4 1 30 2 37

• OK: For the 2023–24 school year, CDC reported Oklahoma kindergartners’ vaccine 
exemption rate rose to 5.7%. 88.3% of kindergarteners received the MMR vaccine.

• KS: Vaccination rates are low in the most affected counties in KS. The statewide 
vaccination rate is 90%. In the counties reporting cases, vaccination rates are far 
below herd immunity, except for Finney and Grant Counties (98% and 99%, 
respectively).

• TX: Vaccination rates are low in most affected areas. In Gaines County, TX, vaccination 
rates are significantly below the threshold required for herd immunity, contributing to 
the virus’s rapid spread. 

• NM: NM reports that 94% of individuals aged 18 and under in Lea County have received 
at least one dose of the MMR vaccine. This is slightly below the state's overall rate of 
95% for the same age group.

BECAUSE MEASLES IS HIGHLY CONTAGIOUS, 95% OF THE POPULATION MUST BE VACCINATED TO ACHIEVE HERD IMMUNITY AND PREVENT ONGOING T RANSMISSION OF THE VIRUS.

Among the affected counties in TX, 13 out of 23 are below a 95% vaccination rate, the 
recommended rate for herd immunity (SOURCE: Annual Report on Immunization Status and CORI).

95% HERD IMMUNITY THRESHOLD

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/measles-outbreak-2025
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ideb/mog/
https://oklahoma.gov/health/health-education/acute-disease-service/rash-illness/measles.html
https://app.grammarly.com/?utm_source=microsoftvideo&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=grammarlyatwork-prospecting&utm_content=doobydobap-30s
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/25/health/measles-kennedy-vitamin-a.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7341a3.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7341a3.htm
https://www.pharmacypracticenews.com/Online-First/Article/03-25/Measles-Death-New-Mexico/76450
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/LIDS-Immunizations/xls/2023-2024_School_Vaccination_Coverage_Levels_Kindergarten.xlsx
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/dd314001921f4d2eac160f89ded0b49a


EPI CURVE AND CASES OVER TIME

SOURCES: TX DSHS, NMDOH, OSDH, KDHE, CENTER FOR OUTBREAK RESPONSE (CORI) 

SOUTHWEST MEASLES OUTBREAK – CUMULATIVE CASES OVER TIMESOUTHWEST MEASLES OUTBREAK – EPI CURVE

Cases are rising, and the outbreak is not slowing down.
• TX: The number of cases has increased consistently over time, to a total of 561 

cases across 23 counties.
• NM: A total of 63 cases have been reported in 4 counties.
• OK: A total of 12 cases have been reported by the OSDH. No new cases 

reported since 4/11/25.
• KS: A total of 37 cases across 8 counties have been reported by the KDHE. 

Cases increased by 50% from 4/2/25 to 4/9/25. 

The number of new cases per week remains high.
• TX: Reported first case the week of 1/25/25. Most cases in the current 

outbreak are in Gaines County.
• NM: Reported first cases the week of 2/10/25. First case in Doña Ana County 

reported 4/16/25.
• OK: Reported first cases the week of 3/10/25. 
• KS: Reported first case on 3/13/25. First hospitalization reported 4/9/25. No 

new counties in the last week.

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/measles-outbreak-feb-21-2025
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ideb/mog/
https://oklahoma.gov/health/news---events/newsroom/2025/osdh-reports-additional-measles-cases.html
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/2314/Measles-Data
https://cori.centerforhealthsecurity.org/


EPI SUMMARY - TEXAS

COUNTY MEASLES CASES (NUMBER OF NEW CASES) % of TOTAL CASES % KINDERGARTENERS VACCINATED (2023-2024) # OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN EACH  COUNTY WITH MMR RATES  BELOW 95%

Andrews 2 (+1) 0.4. % 97.70% 1

Borden 1 0.2% 94.44% -

Brown 1 0.2% 93.64% 6

Cochran 12 (+1) 2.1% 95.20% 1

Dallam 7 1.3% 95.30% 2

Dawson 21 3.9% 88.10% 4

Ector  8 1.42% 91.30% 5

El Paso 7 (+4) 1.3% 96.37% 8

Erath 1 0.2% 93.94% 5

Gaines   364 (+9) 65% 82.00% 3

Garza 2 0.4% 97.10% 0

Hale 5 0.9% 98.30% 0

Hockley 3 0.5% 94.40% 2

Lamar 11 2.0% 96.80% 5

Lamb 1 0.2% 97.40% 1

Lubbock  41 (+3) 7.0% 92.30% 5

Lynn  2 0.4% 92.20% 2

Martin 3 0.5% 96.60% 1

Midland 2 (+1) 0.4% 94.80% 3

Randall 1 0.2% 93.95% 1

Reeves 1 (NEW) 0.2% 89.5% 2

Terry  47 8.4% 95.50% 2

Yoakum 18 3.2% 92.50% 1

(n=561) AS OF 4/1



EPI SUMMARY (KS, NM, OK) 

COUNTY MEASLES CASES  (NUMBER OF NEW CASES) % of TOTAL CASES % KINDERGARTENERS VACCINATED (2023-2024)

KANSAS (n=37) AS OF 4/16/2025

Finney Between 1- 5 98%

Ford Between 1- 5 87%

Grant Between 1- 5 99%

Gray Between 1- 5 66%

Haskell 8 21.6% 58%

Kiowa 6  16.2% 92%

Morton Between 1- 5 82% 

Stevens 7  18.9% 83%

NEW MEXICO (n=63) AS OF 4/15/2025

Chaves 1 1.6% 98%

Doña Ana 1 (+1) NEW 1.6%

Eddy 2 3.2% 93% 

Lea 59 (+4) 93.6% 94%

Note: Those 18 years or younger have a 95% vaccination rate. 63% of adults have received one shot of MMR, and only 55% have received both shots, according to local health officials, though they noted that there may be 
vaccinated adults whose records have not been added to the system. Adults make up more than half of reported cases in New Mexico.

OKLAHOMA (n=12) AS OF 4/15/2025

Tulsa and Cherokee Nation 12 Insufficient Information 89.5%

SOURCES: NM MEASLES OUTBREAK, OKLAHOMA HEALTH ALERT NETWORK (OK-HAN) NOTIFICATION, OSDH, WHO, NYT 

https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2886
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2887
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2892
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2893
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2899
https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2907
https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2923
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2953
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ideb/mog/
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/health/health2/aem-documents/prevention-and-preparedness/infectious-disease-prevention-and-response/okhan/2025/OK-HAN_423%20--%20Measles%20Situation%20Update.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/health/health-education/acute-disease-service/rash-illness/measles.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2025-DON561
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/health/measles-outbreak-map.html


* NOTE: The information on this page has been gathered by reviewing data from 
state and local health departments, news media sources, and the Center for 

Outbreak Response Innovation (CORI) 
SMALL OUTBREAK (3-9)

MEDIUM OUTBREAK (10 - 49)  

LARGE OUTBREAK (50 OR MORE)

OUTBREAKS

An outbreak of measles is defined as three or more laboratory-
confirmed cases that are temporally related and epidemiologically or 
virologically linked.

771*

The increase in measles cases can be attributed to falling vaccination rates 
and increased importation of travel-related cases, which occur when 
unvaccinated people acquire measles abroad and bring it back to the U.S. 

Last week marked the first time the US had 90 cases in one day since 2019.

NM

TX

US Measles Outlook

STATE CASES  

TEXAS ** 568

NEW MEXICO 63

KANSAS 36

OHIO 25

OKLAHOMA 12

PENNSYLVANIA 11

CALIFORNIA 9

INDIANA 6

MICHIGAN 6

NEW YORK 4

TENNESSEE 4

WASHINGTON 4

COLORADO 3

GEORGIA 3

MARYLAND 3

NEW JERSEY 3

ALASKA 2

ARKANSAS 2

HAWAII 2

FLORIDA 1

KENTUCKY 1

MINNESOTA 1

RHODE ISLAND 1

VERMONT 1

TOTAL 771

As of 4/16/2025, 2300 hrs. EDT, there are approximately 772 
measles cases (including confirmed and suspected cases) 
across 21 states.

Currently, there are six or seven measles outbreaks:  
1. West Texas, involving 23 counties in Texas, 4 counties in 

New Mexico, 2 counties in Oklahoma, and the Cherokee 
Nation in Oklahoma

2. 8 counties in Kansas are connected to West TX.
3. Ashtabula and Knox Counties, Ohio
4. Erin County, Pennsylvania
5. Allen County, Indiana
6. Bergen County, New Jersey
7. metro Atlanta, Georgia 

**  TEXAS CASES NOT ASSOCIATED WITH OUTBREAK: 7
• 2 cases – Adults, Harris County (travel-related)
• 1 case – Infant, Harris County – required hospitalization 

(travel-related)
• 1 case – Harris County
• 1 case – Infant, Travis County (travel-related)
• 1 case – Adult, Rockwall County (travel-related) 
• 1 case – Adult, Fort Bend (travel-related)

TEXAS CASES ASSOCIATED WITH THE OUTBREAK: 561

US OUTLOOK – INDIANA

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/dd314001921f4d2eac160f89ded0b49a
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/dd314001921f4d2eac160f89ded0b49a
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/measles-outbreak-2025
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ideb/mog/
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/2314/Measles-Data
https://odh.ohio.gov/media-center/ODH-News-Releases/odh-confirms-measles-outbreak-032625
https://oklahoma.gov/health/health-education/acute-disease-service/rash-illness/measles.html
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/montgomery-county-confirms-measles-case-in-unvaccinated-child-first-case-in-pa-this-year/ar-AA1A8XXJ?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Immunization/measles.aspx
https://www.in.gov/health/idepd/diseases-and-conditions-resource-page/measles/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/michigan-health-officials-report-first-case-of-measles-in-2025/ar-AA1AWqQQ?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/measles/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/three-new-measles-cases-confirmed-in-middle-tennessee-one-related-to-march-21-case/ar-AA1C5R4x?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/about-king-county/about-public-health/news/news-archive-2025/02-27-measles
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/diseases-a-to-z/measles
https://dph.georgia.gov/press-releases/2025-02-07/additional-measles-cases-atlanta
https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/OIDEOR/IMMUN/Pages/Measles.aspx
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/measles.shtml
https://health.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/Documents/phan/AKPHAN_20250116_Measles%20Confirmed%20in%20Southern%20Kenai%20Peninsula%20%e2%80%94%20What%20Alaska%20Clinicians%20Should%20Know.pdf
https://healthy.arkansas.gov/article/second-case-of-measles-in-arkansas-identified-in-2025/
https://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/office-of-the-governor-news-release-first-hawaiʻi-measles-case-of-2025-confirmed-gov-green-health-leaders-urge-vaccination-amid-national-crisis/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/local/2025/03/06/measles-in-miami-miami-palmetto-high-school-reports-floridas-first-measles-case-in-2025-student/81744027007/
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/News/Documents/Health%20Officials%20Announce%20Measles%20Case%20in%20Kentucky.pdf
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2025/03/26/what-to-know-now-about-measles-in-minnesota
https://www.ri.gov/press/view/48669
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/vermont-public-health-officials-confirm-measles-case-of-child-who-traveled-internationally/ar-AA1AISP2?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/measles-outbreak-2025
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ideb/mog/
https://oklahoma.gov/health/health-education/acute-disease-service/rash-illness/measles.html
https://www.cherokeepublichealth.org/tiles/index/display?id=331903580629146701
https://www.cherokeepublichealth.org/tiles/index/display?id=331903580629146701
https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/civicalerts.aspx?AID=1493


CONTACT TRACING: State and local public health officials are working together on 
the investigation to contact those with known exposure to help prevent further 
spread of infection.

US OUTLOOK – INDIANA

• VACCINATION RATES:  
- The vaccination rate for MMR increased from 78.4% in 2022 to 

84.6% in 2024.
- In Allen County, the rate is 81%.
- The state requires 2 doses of MMR for all K-5 and above students.

• RESPONSE: The Indiana Department of Health is working with local health 
departments to get vaccination rates up to 95%.

• VACCINATION CLINICS: Vaccines are offered at county health departments, 
school-based health centers, and selected retail pharmacies.

SOURCES:  INDIANA REPORTS FIRST MEASLES CASE OF THE YEAR,   FIVE NEW MEASLES CASES REPORTED DAYS AFTER INDIANA'S FIRST CONFIRMED 2025 DIAGNOSIS 

 

COUNTY CASES HOSPITALIZATIONS DEATHS % VAC

Allen 6 0 0 81.9%

SITUATION: On 4/8/2025, Indiana reported its first 
confirmed case of measles in a minor from Allen County. 
On 4/10/2025, state health officials announced five 
additional cases—also in Allen County—all of which are 
epidemiologically linked to the initial case.

Mapchart

WARNING ISSUED:  The IDOH said the four minors were 
unvaccinated, and the two adults' vaccination status is 
unknown. Though all cases are connected, no known 

links exist to cases in other states. The risk to the general public remains low.

https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/medical/indiana-reports-first-measles-case-of-the-year/ar-AA1CwHxQ?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/five-new-measles-cases-reported-days-after-indiana-s-first-confirmed-2025-diagnosis/ar-AA1CCx06?ocid=BingNewsVerp


• WARNING ISSUED: Public health alerts were issued to residents in Ashtabula and Knox 
counties, urging unvaccinated individuals to receive the MMR vaccine and monitor for 
measles symptoms. School systems have also begun verifying immunization records and 
issuing exposure notices.

US OUTLOOK – OHIO

• RESPONSE: Ashtabula and Knox County health departments are holding 
emergency vaccination clinics and offering guidance through public 
health hotlines. Mobile vaccination units have also been deployed to 
improve access in underserved areas. The CDC is monitoring the 
outbreak and has provided updated clinician guidance. 

• CONTACT TRACING: ODH and local health departments have deployed 
contact tracing teams to identify exposures and reduce community 
spread. Exposed individuals are advised to quarantine and monitor 
symptoms.

• VACCINATION RATES: Vaccination coverage in affected rural districts is 
below 85%, well under the threshold required for herd immunity.

‒ In some areas, over 1 in 7 students is not fully vaccinated for 
measles.

‒ High exemption rates are reported among families who 
homeschool or attend private schools.

‒ 90% of confirmed cases involve individuals who are 
unvaccinated at the time of exposure.

• VACCINATION CLINICS:
‒ MMR vaccines are available at county health departments, 

public schools, and select retail pharmacies (CVS, Walgreens).
‒ ODH is coordinating with local partners to increase outreach in 

under-vaccinated communities.

COUNTY CASES HOSPITALIZATIONS DEATHS % VAC NOTES

Ashtabula 11 0 0 93.5 Index case linked to travel

Knox 13 + 7 nonresidents 0 0 84.1 Includes 7 non-residents  

Holmes 1 0 0 59.3 Under investigation

SITUATION:  Ohio is experiencing a measles outbreak.  The 
first case was reported in Ashtabula County on 3/30/2025. 
The initial case involved an unvaccinated adult male linked to 
international travel, and subsequent cases were connected to 
this individual. 

Additionally, a visitor in Knox County was confirmed to have 
measles, leading to exposures in Knox and nearby counties.

Most measles cases are in children under the age of 12.

On 4/14/2025, Ohio announced a total of 20 confirmed cases 
in Knox County, 13 in Ohio residents and 7 in non-residents.

Mapchart

SOURCES: KNOX PUBLIC HEALTH, ASHTABULA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT, OHIO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, WJW-TV CLEVELAND, WTWO TERRE HAUTE, STAR BEACON, ASHTABULA, OHIO

https://www.knoxhealth.com/images/April_14_2025_Measles_Outbreak_20_Confirmed_News_Release.pdf
https://ashtabulacountyhealth.com/
https://odh.ohio.gov/media-center/odh-news-releases/odh-confirms-measles-outbreak-032625
https://www.msn.com/en-us/public-safety-and-emergencies/health-and-safety-alerts/measles-in-ohio-holmes-county-confirms-case/ar-AA1CCFkJ?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/public-safety-and-emergencies/health-and-safety-alerts/measles-case-confirmed-in-allen-county/ar-AA1CxswF?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.yahoo.com/news/another-county-measles-case-confirmed-204600059.html


CONTRIBUTORS

The Virtual Medical Operations Center Briefs (VMOC) were created as a service-learning project by the Yale School of Public Health faculty and graduate 
students in response to the 2010 Haiti Earthquake. Each year, students enrolled in Environmental Health Science Course 581—Public Health Emergencies: 
Disaster Planning and Response, produce the VMOC Briefs. These briefs compile diverse information sources—including status reports, maps, curated news 
articles, and web content— into a single, easily digestible document that can be widely shared and used interactively. 

Key features of this report include:
• Comprehensive Overview: Provides situation updates, maps, relevant news, and web resources.
• Accessibility: Designed for easy reading, wide distribution, and interactive use.
• Collaboration: The “unlocked" format enables seamless sharing, copying, and adaptation by other responders.

The students learn by doing, quickly discovering how and where to find critical information and presenting it in an easily understood manner.
 

LTC (R) Joanne McGovern – Joanne.McGovern@yale.edu
Lecturer, Department of Environmental Health Sciences, Yale School of Public Health
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This is an educational product and is not for commercial use.  
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